
Southern Alberta Energy From 
Waste Alliance 



SAEWA 

Membership/Service 



SAEWA Inception  
 As a result of a proposal submitted to the Province by the Vulcan 

Business Development Society, funding has been granted from Rural 
Alberta’s Development Fund, to form the Southern Alberta Energy 
from Waste Energy Alliance on July 1, 2008  

SAEWA Goal 
 Our goal is to implement the appropriate technology that will meet 

the requirements of our region, recognizing capital and operating 
costs, staffing requirements and funding opportunities. 
 

 



 

SAEWA is a coalition of 57 Municipal 
Jurisdictions, representing a 
population of approximately 

225,000 people in Southern Alberta. 
 

 



SAEWA Membership  

Municipal and Waste management 
jurisdictions become members by 
endorsing the group’s memorandum 
of agreement and paying a per capita 
membership fee.  
 



SAEWA Mission  

 The Southern Alberta Energy From Waste 
Alliance is a coalition of waste management 
jurisdictions committed to researching and 
recommending for implementation; 
technological applications for recovering 
energy from non-recyclable waste materials, 
and reducing reliance on landfills.  

 



3 R’s of Responsible Waste 
Management 

Reduce 

Reuse 

Recycle 
Many recycling organizations recognize that the 4th R is   

Recover 

SAEWA’s Focus is on 
Recovery  



   Municipalities need an 
environmentally 

sustainable way to 
address waste 



The SAEWA Solution 
Our solution will address the following criteria: 

 Various types of waste 

 Current and future volumes of waste 

 Operating requirements, approvals and licenses required  

 By-product of combustion that will create spin off 
industries; utilizing multiple forms of surplus energy 



SAEWA’s Proposal 
 To convert waste into energy  



How does SAEWA fit into a 
Sustainable Alberta 

The Province of Alberta has long shown 
support for sustainable waste 
management through the Waste 
Management Assistance Program 
 



Western Canada Benefit 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency has 

identified a need in Western Canada for a 
viable and realistic solution to 

compliment Emergency Plans for dealing 
with livestock related outbreaks such as 

BSE, Hoof and Mouth or Avian Flu. 



What Type of feedstock 

Municipal solid waste is traditional 

 

Agricultural waste must be addressed 

 

How do we identify what else exists 
 



Waste management facilities are virtually 
impossible to site.  

Not in my backyard 

Poison my well 

Vectors 

Disease 

Unsightly 

Ad Nauseum  
 

Siting Issues   





Lille, France 



Where will the Facility be Sited 

A number of Rural jurisdictions have shown 
interest in siting the Energy from Waste 

Facility.  

Considerations: 

Close to major highways 

Close to major power lines 

Close to rail lines 
 

 



What is the Service Area 
 The Service Area is generally dictated by the 

cost of Transportation 

 Truck based transportation usually makes the 
Service Area 200km from center of mass haul 

Rail based transportation generally extends 
the Service Area well beyond 200km  

 









Other Benefits 
Spin off industries related to end use of recycled products 

 plastics injection molding 

 recycled paper  

 cardboard products  

none of which exist on any large scale in Southern Alberta 

 

Most of the material collected for recycling in the Province 
is put on a train and shipped out for processing. 

 



More Benefits 
 Surplus steam (closed loop system addresses water 

conservation issues)  

 can be sold to large scale recycling operations i.e. paper, 
cardboard, plastic etc or used to heat homes and 
businesses 

 Sale of generated electricity 

 Waste to energy facilities power tens of thousands of 
homes and produce hundreds of thousands of tonnes of 
surplus steam annually 



The Future of SAEWA  

•SAEWA is moving ahead with the research of viability  for an 
energy from waste facility in Southern Alberta 
 
•The first stage of the work will be to identify the feedstock 
available within our boundaries 
 
•HDR/AECOM has been contracted by SAEWA to perform a 
detailed waste stream analysis for Southern Alberta, and to 
make a recommendation to SAEWA on next steps 
 



Isle of Man, UK 
 200 tonnes per day 



Karlsruhe, Germany 
 Gasification Plant 



Paris, France 
 350 tonnes per day 



Vienna, Austria 
 Designed by famous artist Hundertwasser 



Contacts 
  

Kim  Craig, Chair 

403-345-1310 

mayor@coaldale.ca 

 

Paul Ryan, Vice-Chair 

403-609-7465 

paulryan@shaw.ca 
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QUESTIONS 


