
Travis Quirk ɀ Agricultural Plastics Recycling Coordinator 

Pilot Program ɀ> 2011 - current  



·Simply Ag is a not for profit grass roots agricultural 
organization. 

·Have a history of administering programs that are 
both agricultural and environmentally related 
(Saskatchewan Species at Risk Farm Plan, 
Environmental Farm Plan, Watershed Awareness 
Initiative, Canada-Saskatchewan Farm Stewardship 
Program) 

·Running province wide pilot program for recycling 
agricultural plastics  since March of 2011 



·Use of plastic for harvest storage has several benefits 
for producers: 
·Cost effective, labour savings 

·Single use product 

·Issue : Disposal of the used product 
·Landfills are reluctant to accept the plastic 

·Commonly burned on farm  
·Harmful to people and environment & illegal  

·Some is stockpiled on farms awaiting options for 
disposal 
·Creates conditions ideal for pests 

 

 



·Long linear lengths  (150-ίΪΪȭɊÏÆ ,$0% ÐÌÁÓÔÉÃ ÉÎ βȟ ΫΪ 
ÏÒ Ϋάȭ ÄÉÁÍÅÔÅÒ 

·Typically 8 ɀ 10 mil thickness 

·Average of about 300lbs of plastic per grain bag 



Available to producers to use free of 

charge 

2ÏÌÌ ÕÐ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÇÓ ÉÎÔÏ έȭ Ø ήȭ ÂÕÎÄÌÅÓ 

that are then secured with twine or 

rope to prevent unraveling. 

Easy to use and  straight forward 

design that most producers are 

familiar  with (hydraulics run off 

tractor)  

Producers are now buying their own 

rollers & new generations of grain 

extractors have plastic rolling 

incorporated into the design. 

Trailer mounted Grain Bag Rollers  



Once rolled  the bags are then 

transported by producer to 

collection site which range from 

private yards, municipal yards, 

private businesses and landfills 

Rolled bags are accumulated till 

sufficient amount for shipping 

a full load (approximately 100-

150 bags) 

Collection sites  



Initially started with 6 

collection sites in addition 

to the previous sites that 

MJRWS operated. 

Since start have added and 

changed site locations. 

Plastic collected includes  

grain bags and twine. 

Collection Site Locations  


